
 

Discover the magic of Tasmania on this unforgettable 18-day fully hosted adventure with Port Bus, 
featuring the spectacular Australian Wooden Boat Festival in Hobart. From breathtaking wilderness and 
towering mountain landscapes to historic villages, heritage railways, world-class cruises and fascinating 

convict history, this incredible journey showcases the very best of Australia’s island state. Cruise the 
Gordon River, explore Cradle Mountain, wander Salamanca Markets, ride the famous West Coast 

Wilderness Railway and soak up the atmosphere of one of the world’s greatest maritime festivals. With 
quality accommodation, wonderful meals, relaxed coach travel and countless unforgettable experiences, 

this is more than just a holiday — it’s the Tasmanian adventure of a lifetime! 



 

 

DAY 1: (D) PORT MAQUARIE TO GOULBURN  Saturday 30 January 2027 
 

 
 

Welcome to our exciting summer adventure to Tasmania! Once our passenger collection is complete and 
the luggage is carefully loaded aboard our luxury coach, it’s time to settle in, meet your fellow travellers 
and begin our journey south. With comfortable seats, friendly company and the promise of a wonderful 
holiday ahead, today is all about relaxing into tour mode and enjoying the first chapter of our Tasmanian 
escape. 
As we travel through the beautiful Mid North Coast and Hunter regions, there will be plenty of time to 
sit back, chat with new friends and watch the scenery change from familiar coastal landscapes to rolling 
countryside and regional towns. Excitement will no doubt build as we make our way closer to Victoria 
and, eventually, the Spirit of Tasmania. 
 

Our morning tea stop today will be at peaceful Wade Park in Bulahdelah, a lovely place to stretch our 
legs and enjoy a relaxed break among the trees. From here, we continue south for lunch at the popular 
Ourimbah RSL, where we can enjoy a hearty meal and another chance to refresh before the afternoon’s 
travels. 
 

This afternoon we continue along the highway, with a comfort stop around Pheasants Nest before 
making our way towards Goulburn. Arriving late afternoon, we check into our accommodation with time 
to unpack, freshen up and settle in after our first day on the road. 
Tonight, we come together for dinner and our first evening as a group, the perfect opportunity to get to 
know one another and look ahead to the many memorable experiences awaiting us on this unforgettable 
Tasmanian adventure. 

1 night | Rydges Geelong (03 5223 6200) 
Port Bus Morning Tea |Lunch at Ourimbah RSL | dinner at hotel 



 

 

DAY 2: (BMTLD) GOULBURN TO GEELONG  Sunday 31 January 2027 
 

  
 

Today we continue our journey south, crossing the mighty Murray River and leaving New South Wales 
behind as we make our way into Victoria. Sit back, relax and enjoy the ever-changing scenery as we travel 
through a wonderful mix of charming country towns, rolling farmland and picturesque rural landscapes 
that showcase the beauty of regional Australia. 
 

Our morning tea stop today is in the famous town of Gundagai, a place deeply woven into Australian 
folklore and history. Best known for the legendary Dog on the Tuckerbox and its connection to early river 
crossings and pioneering life, Gundagai offers a lovely glimpse into the stories and characters that helped 
shape inland Australia. 
 

From here we continue south toward Albury for lunch at the iconic Kinross Woolshed (TBC). Full of 
character and country charm, Kinross Woolshed is a popular and welcoming stop, offering a relaxed 
setting to enjoy a satisfying meal and a break from the road. 
 

This afternoon we continue through more of Victoria’s scenic countryside, with a comfort stop around 
Seymour, giving everyone the chance to stretch their legs and refresh before the final leg of today’s 
journey. 
By late afternoon we arrive in the vibrant waterfront city of Geelong. Once known primarily as an 
industrial centre, Geelong has grown into a thriving regional city that beautifully blends historic 
architecture, modern culture, impressive public art and stunning bayside scenery. Its revitalised waterfront 
and lively atmosphere make it a wonderful place to visit. 
 

After checking into our accommodation, there will be time to relax and freshen up before we come 
together once again to enjoy dinner and another wonderful evening on tour. 
 

1 night | Mercure Goulburn (02 4822 5445) 
Port Bus morning tea | Lunch at Kinross Hotel TBC | Breakfast & dinner at hotel 



 

DAY 3: (BMTL) GEELONG – OVERNIGHT SPIRIT OF TASMANIA Monday 01 February 2027 

Geelong sits gracefully on the shores of Corio Bay, and today we take the time to discover why this vibrant 
waterfront city has become one of Victoria’s hidden gems. Beautifully blending grand Victorian 
architecture, colourful gardens, seaside charm and a proud industrial past, Geelong offers far more than 
first meets the eye. 
Our day begins with a guided tour through the stunning Geelong Botanic Gardens, one of the oldest 
regional botanic gardens in Australia. Set within beautiful parklands overlooking the bay, the gardens are 
home to magnificent, mature trees, colourful seasonal displays, peaceful walking paths and carefully 
curated plant collections. 
From here, it’s time for a little treasure hunting at the Amazing Mill Markets, a huge indoor market filled 
with character, colour and surprises around every corner. With more than 60 stalls to explore, there is 
plenty of time to browse through antiques, collectables, vintage wares, books, jewellery, home décor, 
clothing, memorabilia and quirky hidden gems just waiting to be discovered. 
Lunch today is enjoyed in a picture-perfect waterfront setting at the Geelong Boat House, where we can 
relax and take in lovely views across the bay. With its classic seaside atmosphere and beautiful location, it 
is the perfect place to pause and enjoy a meal before continuing our sightseeing. 
This afternoon we delve into the fascinating history of one of Australia’s great wool cities with a visit to the 
National Wool Museum. Housed in a beautifully restored historic wool store, the museum shares the 
stories of Geelong’s wool industry and the important role it played in shaping the city’s growth and 
identity. Through engaging displays, historic machinery, textiles, craftsmanship and personal stories, we 
gain a deeper understanding of the people, skills and industries that helped build Geelong’s past. 
Later in the day, the excitement truly begins to build as we make our way to the Spirit of Tasmania 
terminal. Here we board our overnight voyage across Bass Strait, ready for a memorable sea journey to 
Tasmania. After settling into our comfortable porthole cabins, there will be time to explore the ship, enjoy 
the onboard facilities and relax as we sail towards the island state awaiting us on the horizon. 

1 night | Spirit of Tasmania 
Breakfast at hotel | lunch at Geelong Boat house | dinner not included 



 

DAY 4: (BD) DEVONPORT TO LAUNCESTON    Tuesday 02 February 2027 
 

  
Welcome to Tasmania! This morning we arrive in Devonport aboard the Spirit of Tasmania, with beautiful 
early morning views over the Mersey River and Tasmania’s picturesque north-west coastline welcoming us 
to the Apple Isle. After disembarking, we make our way to the Argosy Motor Inn to enjoy a hearty 
breakfast before beginning our first full day of Tasmanian discovery. 
Our journey then takes us through the scenic north-west countryside to the colourful township of 
Sheffield, famously known as the “Town of Murals.” Nestled beneath the spectacular backdrop of Mount 
Roland, Sheffield is one of Tasmania’s most unique and artistic country towns. Its streets have been 
transformed into a wonderful open-air gallery, with more than 140 murals decorating buildings, walls and 
laneways, each sharing stories of the town’s pioneering past, rural life, local characters and heritage. 
From here, we continue through beautiful farming country to the charming riverside town of Deloraine, 
set on the banks of the Meander River. With its leafy streets, historic buildings, boutique stores, galleries 
and relaxed country charm, Deloraine is one of Tasmania’s most picturesque heritage towns. There will be 
time here to purchase lunch and perhaps enjoy a short stroll through the town centre or along the river 
before our afternoon experience. 
We then visit Yarns: Artwork in Silk, where we enjoy a fascinating light and sound presentation showcasing 
beautifully detailed silk artworks. These remarkable, hand-crafted panels bring Tasmania’s history, 
landscapes and stories to life, highlighting the skill and patience behind each piece. 
This afternoon we continue to the historic village of Westbury to visit Pearn’s Steam World, an incredible 
collection of restored steam engines, vintage tractors, agricultural machinery and historic equipment. This 
impressive display offers a wonderful insight into Tasmania’s farming, transport and mechanical history, 
celebrating the ingenuity and hard work of earlier generations. 
Later today, we make our way to Launceston, Tasmania’s second oldest city and a beautiful destination 
filled with heritage streetscapes, parks, gardens and riverside scenery. After checking into our 
accommodation, there will be time to settle in and relax before we come together to enjoy dinner and 
reflect on our first wonderful day exploring Tasmania. 

2 nights | Best Western Plus Launceston (03 6333 9999) 
Breakfast at Argosy Motor Inn | lunch at Mumma Buzz Cafe | dinner at hotel 

 



 

DAY 5: (BLD) LAUNCESTON – TAMAR RIVER CRUISES Wednesday 03 February 2027 
 

Today we uncover the beauty and history of northern Tasmania from both land and water. Joining Tamar 
River Cruises aboard the Tamar Odyssey, we set off to explore the picturesque Tamar River and the 
spectacular Cataract Gorge. Relax as we glide past Tamar Island wetlands, charming riverside 
communities, historic homes and rolling vineyards while listening to the captain’s fascinating commentary 
about the region’s history, wildlife and early settlement. Keep an eye out for seabirds and local wildlife as 
we enjoy morning tea onboard surrounded by Tasmania’s peaceful natural beauty. Back on dry land we 
head to the iconic James Boag’s Brewery, proudly brewing in Launceston since 1881. 
 

Here we enjoy a delicious, shared platter lunch before taking a guided tour through the historic brewery, 
learning about the brewing process, the pure Tasmanian water that makes Boag’s famous, and of course 
sampling some of their crisp beverages. 
This afternoon we visit beautiful City Park, one of Launceston’s most treasured public spaces, renowned 
for its magnificent old trees, colourful seasonal gardens, heritage features and Japanese macaque 
monkeys. 
 

We then continue to the magnificent Cataract Gorge Reserve — a stunning natural wonder located just 
minutes from the city centre. Surrounded by towering cliffs, lush bushland and beautifully landscaped 
gardens, the Gorge is one of Tasmania’s most unique attractions. Explore the walking paths and 
suspension bridge or perhaps take a ride on the world’s longest single-span chairlift (own expense) for 
breathtaking views over the South Esk River and gorge below. 
After another wonderful day discovering Tasmania’s natural beauty and local flavours, we return to our 
hotel for dinner this evening. 

Breakfast and dinner at hotel | lunch at James Boags Brewery 



 

 

DAY 6: (BLD) LAUNCESTON TO SCAMANDER  Thursday 04 February 2027 
 

Today we enjoy the crisp clean air and wide-open spaces of Tasmania’s beautiful north-east as we make 
our way from Launceston towards the coast. Our first stop is the magnificent Bridestowe Estate Lavender 
Farm, the world’s largest privately owned lavender farm and one of Tasmania’s most iconic attractions. Set 
against a backdrop of rolling hills and endless rows of lavender, Bridestowe is a feast for the senses, with 
fragrant fields, pretty rural views and a wonderful story behind its famous purple blooms. 
 

During our visit, we experience the farm in action with a fascinating tour of the flower shed and distillery. 
Here we learn about the harvesting process, how the lavender oil is extracted, and the care that goes into 
creating Bridestowe’s much-loved lavender products. There will also be time to sample a selection of 
delicious lavender-inspired treats and browse the extensive gift shop, filled with culinary delights, fragrant 
body products, gifts and unique souvenirs. 
 

From here, we venture to the small village of Legerwood to admire its remarkable memorial tree carvings. 
These beautifully carved trees are a moving tribute to local soldiers who lost their lives during World War I, 
with each carving telling a personal story of service, sacrifice and remembrance. It is a peaceful and 
meaningful stop that brings local history to life in a very special way. 
 

We then continue to The Pub in the Paddock, one of Tasmania’s oldest and most character-filled country 
pubs. Full of rustic charm and country hospitality, this unique lunch stop offers a true taste of rural 
Tasmania and plenty of local personality. 
After lunch, we continue through Tasmania’s scenic north-east, taking in the ever-changing countryside, 
forests, farmland and coastal landscapes as we make our way towards Scamander. On arrival, there will be 
time to relax, settle in and reflect on another wonderful day of discovery, history and Tasmanian charm. 
 

1 nights | Scamander Beach Resort (03 6372 5255) 
Breakfast and dinner at hotel | lunch at the Pub in the Paddock 

 



 

DAY 7: (BD) SCAMANDER TO HOBART  Friday 05 February 2027 
 

 
 

This morning we leave the coast behind and travel inland through Tasmania’s ever-changing countryside 
to Campbell Town, a historic town set on the banks of the Elizabeth River. Once an important staging post 
for travellers and horse-drawn coaches journeying between Hobart and Launceston, Campbell Town still 
holds plenty of old-world charm and colonial character. 
 

From here, we continue to the beautifully preserved village of Ross, one of Tasmania’s most picturesque 
historic towns. While here, we visit the Tasmanian Wool Centre, where we uncover the fascinating stories 
of Tasmania’s wool industry, tracing its history back to the colony’s earliest exports. The centre showcases 
the importance of wool in shaping the region’s farming heritage, along with displays on local history, 
craftsmanship and life in the Midlands. 
 

Continuing our day, we veer off the beaten track and make our way to Bothwell, a charming village rich in 
colonial heritage and surrounded by rolling rural landscapes. Here we visit the Australasian Golf Museum, 
a unique attraction that tells the story of how golf evolved from a simple game played by villagers in 
Scotland into the international sport enjoyed around the world today. With fascinating displays, 
memorabilia and stories from golfing history, it is a surprising and enjoyable stop in the heart of Tasmania. 
 

Our sightseeing drive then continues through the scenic countryside towards the historic town of 
Richmond, one of Tasmania’s most loved heritage villages. We stop to view and photograph the famous 
Richmond Bridge, Australia’s oldest bridge still in use. Built by convict labour in the 1820s, this beautiful 
sandstone bridge is one of Tasmania’s most iconic historic landmarks and a wonderful reminder of the 
state’s convict past. 
 

After a day filled with history, heritage and beautiful country scenery, we continue on to Hobart, 
Tasmania’s charming capital city, where we check in to our hotel and settle in for the evening. 
 

4 nights | Wrest Point Hotel Casino, Hobart (03 6225 7035) 
Breakfast and dinner at hotel | lunch pack 



 

DAY 8: (BD) SALAMANCA MARKETS & THE WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL Sat 06 February 2027 
 

 
 

This morning we enjoy one of Hobart’s most loved experiences with a visit to the famous Salamanca 
Markets. Set amongst the historic sandstone warehouses of Salamanca Place, this vibrant weekly market is 
bursting with colour, character and local charm. Take your time wandering through the many stalls, where 
you’ll find Tasmanian-made crafts, artwork, clothing, jewellery, fresh produce, gourmet treats and unique 
gifts to take home. With the buzz of street performers, the aroma of fresh coffee and plenty of local 
flavours to sample, it is a wonderful way to soak up the atmosphere of Hobart. 
 
The remainder of the day is yours to enjoy at the Australian Wooden Boat Festival, one of Tasmania’s most 
iconic waterfront events. Held along Hobart’s beautiful harbour, the festival is much more than a display 
of stunning wooden boats — it is a lively celebration of maritime history, craftsmanship, community and 
culture. Admire beautifully restored vessels, classic yachts, tall ships and working boats from Australia and 
around the world, each with its own story to tell. 
 
As you explore the festival precinct, enjoy the festive waterside atmosphere with live entertainment, local 
food and drink, demonstrations, maritime displays, market stalls and plenty of activity along the 
waterfront. Whether you are a boating enthusiast or simply enjoy a great day out by the harbour, this 
event offers something for everyone. 
 
Late this afternoon we return to our hotel with time to freshen up and relax before coming together for 
dinner, reflecting on a colourful day filled with local culture, Tasmanian flavours and Hobart’s wonderful 
waterfront charm. 

Breakfast and dinner at hotel | lunch at own arrangements and cost 



 

 

DAY 9: (BD) HOBART & THE WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL Sunday 07 February 2027 
 

 
 

This morning we set off on a guided sightseeing tour of Hobart, a city where history, harbour views and 
old-world charm come together beautifully. Everywhere we go, the past seems to step out to meet us, 
from the early colonial streetscapes to the grand sandstone buildings and waterfront warehouses that tell 
the story of Tasmania’s capital. 
 
Our tour takes us through Sullivans Cove, the birthplace of Hobart and still the lively heart of the city’s 
working waterfront. Once a busy port for sailors, merchants and early settlers, the area is now filled with 
restaurants, historic buildings, fishing boats, pleasure craft and wonderful harbour views. We also discover 
the quaint cottages and narrow streets of Battery Point, one of Hobart’s most charming historic 
neighbourhoods, where beautifully preserved homes and architecture whisper stories of a bygone era. 
Thanking our local guide, we conclude our morning tour at the Mawson’s Huts Replica Museum, a 
fascinating tribute to Australia’s Antarctic history and the remarkable expedition led by Sir Douglas 
Mawson. Here we have time to explore the museum and learn more about the harsh conditions, courage 
and determination of the early Antarctic explorers. 
 
From here, we make our way back to Hobart’s vibrant waterfront, where there will be time to purchase 
lunch and soak up the festival atmosphere. The remainder of the afternoon is yours to enjoy at the 
Australian Wooden Boat Festival, with plenty of time to wander through the various displays, admire the 
beautiful timber vessels, watch demonstrations, enjoy local food and entertainment, and experience the 
buzz of this wonderful harbour celebration. 
After a day filled with history, maritime heritage and Hobart’s lively waterfront charm, we return to our 
hotel for another relaxing evening. 

Breakfast and dinner at hotel | lunch at own arrangements and cost 



 

 

DAY 10: (BLD) PORT ARTHUR HISTORIC SITE  Monday 08 February 2027 
 

 
 

Today we experience one of Tasmania’s most significant and moving historic sites with a visit to the Port 
Arthur Historic Site. Set in a striking location surrounded by gardens, stone ruins and peaceful harbour 
views, Port Arthur is a place of great beauty, yet also a powerful reminder of the harsh conditions endured 
by some of Australia’s earliest European inhabitants. 
 

Our visit begins at the Visitor Interpretive Centre, where we are taken on a fascinating journey into the life 
of a convict. Through engaging displays and stories, we retrace the path from a petty crime in Britain, to 
transportation across the world, and finally to life within the penal settlement at Port Arthur. It is a 
thought-provoking introduction to the people, hardships and history that shaped this remarkable place. 
With time for lunch, we then join a guided tour through the historic penal settlement. As we walk among 
the old buildings, ruins and landscaped grounds, we learn more about the daily lives of the convicts, 
soldiers, officers and families who once lived here. From punishment and reform to industry and survival, 
the stories of Port Arthur offer a deeper understanding of Tasmania’s convict past. 
 

After our guided tour, there will be time to explore the settlement at your own pace. You may choose to 
wander through the gardens, visit the restored buildings, take in the harbour views or spend more time 
absorbing the atmosphere of this UNESCO World Heritage-listed site. We also enjoy a cruise around the 
harbour, passing the Isle of the Dead, the final resting place for many who lived and died at Port Arthur. 
Leaving the historic site, we begin our journey back towards Hobart, pausing along the way to admire 
some of the dramatic natural attractions of the Tasman Peninsula. We stop to view the impressive Tasman 
Arch and Devils Kitchen, where the power of the Southern Ocean has carved rugged cliffs, deep chasms 
and spectacular coastal formations over thousands of years. 
 

After a memorable day of history, reflection and breathtaking scenery, we return to Hobart for the 
evening. 

Breakfast and dinner at hotel | lunch at Port Arthur Historic Site 



 

DAY 11: (BLD) HOBART TO STRAHAN  Tuesday 09 February 2027 
 

 
 

With a slightly earlier departure this morning, we leave Hobart behind and begin our journey towards 
Tasmania’s wild and rugged west coast. Sit back and enjoy the changing scenery as we travel through 
valleys, riverside landscapes and peaceful country towns, gradually making our way into some of the 
island’s most dramatic wilderness regions. 
 

Our first stop today is the historic Salmon Ponds, the oldest trout hatchery in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Set within beautiful English-style gardens dotted with ponds, bridges and mature trees, it is a peaceful 
place to wander and enjoy the surrounds. During our visit, we discover the fascinating history of trout 
fishing in Tasmania at the Museum of Trout Fishing and the Angling Hall of Fame, before enjoying morning 
tea in this lovely setting. 
 

Continuing through the Central Highlands, we arrive at Derwent Bridge to visit the remarkable Wall in the 
Wilderness. This impressive hand-carved timber artwork tells the story of the region’s people, history and 
landscapes, depicting the hardship, strength and perseverance of those who lived and worked in 
Tasmania’s remote high country. 
 

We then enjoy lunch at the Wilderness Hotel, a welcoming stop surrounded by the quiet beauty of the 
highlands. After lunch, our journey continues through the pristine wilderness of the Franklin-Gordon Wild 
Rivers National Park, part of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area, known for its ancient forests, 
rugged mountains, deep valleys and wild rivers. 
 

As the landscape becomes more dramatic, we make the climb into Queenstown, a fascinating mining town 
with a distinctive character and striking surrounding hills. From here, we continue on to the harbourside 
village of Strahan, nestled on the edge of Macquarie Harbour. 
On arrival, we check in and settle into our accommodation, where we will enjoy the next two nights in this 
beautiful and atmospheric part of Tasmania. 

3 nights | Strahan Village, Strahan (03 6471 4200) 
Breakfast and dinner at hotel | lunch at Wilderness Hotel 



 

DAY 12: (BLD) EXPLORING THE GORDON RIVER Wednesday 10 February 2027 
 

 
 

We are in for a truly stunning day as we join our World Heritage Cruise, one of Tasmania’s most 
memorable west coast experiences. Departing from Strahan, we cruise across the vast waters of 
Macquarie Harbour, surrounded by remote wilderness, dramatic scenery and stories from Tasmania’s 
fascinating past. 
 

Our journey takes us into the beautiful Gordon River, where the reflections of ancient rainforest, still 
waters and towering trees create an unforgettable scene. This area is home to the remarkable Huon Pine, 
one of the world’s oldest living tree species, along with dense temperate rainforest that forms part of the 
Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area. During our Heritage Walk, we have the opportunity to step 
ashore and experience this ancient environment up close, wandering beneath the canopy and learning 
more about the unique plants, trees and ecology of the region. 
 

We also visit historic Sarah Island, once one of the harshest penal settlements in Australia. As we explore 
the island, we uncover stories of convicts, shipbuilding, isolation and survival, while viewing the remains of 
buildings including the old jail house. It is a powerful reminder of the hardship endured in this remote and 
unforgiving landscape. 
 

Another highlight of the cruise is seeing Hells Gates, the narrow and dramatic entrance to Macquarie 
Harbour. This notorious passage, named by early convicts and sailors, was once the only way in and out of 
the harbour and remains an impressive sight as the harbour meets the wild Southern Ocean. 
With breathtaking scenery, rich history, ancient rainforest and a beautiful buffet lunch included onboard, 
today is sure to be one of the standout experiences of our Tasmanian adventure. 
 

Breakfast and dinner at hotel | lunch with World Heritage Cruise 



 

 

DAY 13: (BD) WEST COAST WILDERNESS RAILWAY Thursday 11 February 2027 
 

 
 

This morning we step aboard the West Coast Wilderness Railway for a fabulous River and Rainforest 
journey through Tasmania’s rugged west coast wilderness. Departing from Regatta Point Station in 
Strahan, we begin by travelling along the foreshore, soaking up beautiful views across Macquarie Harbour 
before making our way into the lush rainforest. 
 

As the train winds into the wilderness, we follow the course of the King River towards Teepookana, once 
the fourth busiest port in Tasmania and the place where construction of this remarkable railway first 
began. Along the way, we are surrounded by dense forest, river views and the rich natural beauty that 
makes this region so special. 
 

Throughout the journey, we’ll hear fascinating stories of the railway, its engineering challenges and the 
resilient people who lived and worked along its length. From the miners and railway workers to the 
communities that relied on this vital link, the railway brings to life an important chapter of Tasmania’s west 
coast history. With morning tea included, it is a wonderful and relaxed way to experience this pristine 
wilderness. 
 

On our return to Strahan, the afternoon is yours to enjoy at leisure. You may choose to wander the 
waterfront, browse the local shops and galleries, visit the visitor centre, enjoy the peaceful harbour views 
or simply relax and soak up the charm of this remote west coast village. 
Tonight, before dinner, we enjoy the much-loved performance “The Ship That Never Was.” This highly 
entertaining live show brings history to life with humour, audience participation and storytelling as we 
learn the incredible true story of Sarah Island convicts and their daring escape. It is the perfect way to end 
another memorable day in Strahan. 

 
Breakfast and dinner at hotel | lunch own arrangements and cost 

 



 

DAY 14: (BLD) STRAHAN TO BURNIE VIA CRADLE MOUNTAIN Friday 12 February 2027 
 

 
 

Today we enjoy the invigorating mountain air and breathtaking natural beauty of Cradle Mountain 
National Park, one of Tasmania’s most iconic wilderness areas. Surrounded by rugged peaks, alpine 
vegetation and ancient rainforest, this remarkable part of the state offers some of the most spectacular 
scenery on our tour. 
 

During our visit we explore some of the park’s most well-known sights, including Waldheim and Dove Lake. 
Waldheim, once the home of Gustav Weindorfer, offers a fascinating glimpse into the early history of 
Cradle Mountain and the passionate vision of those who helped preserve this extraordinary landscape. At 
Dove Lake, we are treated to the unforgettable sight of this beautiful glacial lake, with the remnants of the 
last ice age still etched into the surrounding rocks and mountain scenery. The still waters, dramatic 
backdrop and crisp alpine air make this a truly memorable experience. 
Guided through the cool temperate rainforest, we discover more of the unique flora and fauna of the 
region. Towering native trees, moss-covered forest floors and lush fern-filled undergrowth create a 
magical wilderness setting, and with a little luck we may even spot some of Tasmania’s local wildlife along 
the way. 
 

Our next stop is Devils @ Cradle, where we are guaranteed a sighting of the famous Tasmanian Devil. Here 
we can observe these fascinating animals up close as they sunbake, snooze in their dens or scamper 
around their enclosures. It is a wonderful opportunity to learn more about Tasmania’s unique wildlife and 
the important conservation work being carried out to protect this iconic species. 
We then enjoy a light lunch at the nearby Cradle Mountain Hotel, a lovely setting to relax and take in the 
surrounding highland scenery before continuing our journey. 
This afternoon we travel on to Burnie, where we settle in for the next two nights. Nestled on Tasmania’s 
north-west coast, Burnie offers a relaxed seaside atmosphere and a welcoming base as we continue our 
Tasmanian adventure. 

 2 nights | Best Western Burnie Murchison Lodge, Burnie (03 6435 1106) 
Breakfast and dinner at hotel | lunch at Cradle Mountain Hotel 



 

DAY 15: (BLD) STANLEY  Saturday 13 February 2027 
 

 
 

We have a sensational day planned as we explore more of Tasmania’s spectacular north-west coast. Our 
day begins with a visit to the historic township of Stanley, one of Tasmania’s most picturesque seaside 
villages, beautifully set beneath the dramatic backdrop of The Nut and surrounded by sweeping views 
across Bass Strait. 
 

Perched high on a promontory overlooking the town is the remarkable Highfield Historic Site. This elegant 
homestead is a stunning example of colonial architecture and was built for Edward Curr, the chief agent of 
the Van Diemen’s Land Company. During our self-guided tour, we step back into the early settlement days 
of the region, exploring the grand rooms, outbuildings, gardens and stories connected to this important 
historic property. 
 

We then take a drive around the charming township of Stanley, with time for a morning break and a closer 
look at The Nut, the imposing landmass that dominates the town. This ancient volcanic plug rises sharply 
from the coastline and is one of the most recognisable natural landmarks in Tasmania’s north-west. 
Lunch today is enjoyed at the welcoming Stanley Hotel, where we sit down to a homely meal in a classic 
country setting. After lunch, we farewell Stanley, pausing at a local lookout to take in more of the beautiful 
coastal scenery before continuing our journey. 
 

This afternoon we make our way to Table Cape, another impressive natural landmark formed from an 
extinct volcanic vent. Here, dramatic cliffs drop away to Bass Strait, creating a spectacular vantage point 
over the coastline and surrounding farmland. We enjoy a short stroll along the walking track, taking time 
to breathe in the fresh coastal air and admire the sweeping ocean views. 
After a wonderful day filled with history, heritage villages, volcanic landscapes and breathtaking coastal 
scenery, we return to Burnie for the evening. 

Breakfast and dinner at hotel | lunch at Stanley Hotel 



 

DAY 16: (B) SPIRIT OF TASMANIA TO MELBOURNE Sunday 14 February 2027 
 

 
This morning we spend time at the beautiful Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden, an internationally 
recognised garden set within a peaceful natural valley. Classified as a living plant museum, this impressive 
garden is home to an extraordinary collection of rhododendrons and companion plants from around the 
world. As we wander through the grounds, we can enjoy the winding pathways, tranquil lakes, bridges, 
forested sections and colourful seasonal displays, all carefully designed to showcase plants from different 
regions and climates. 
Continuing along Tasmania’s scenic north-west coast, we travel via the charming seaside town of Penguin, 
known for its coastal views, quirky penguin-themed features and relaxed village atmosphere, before 
making our way towards Devonport. 
Here we visit the Don River Railway Museum, where Tasmania’s railway heritage comes to life. All aboard 
as we travel along the historic Melrose line, taking in views of the township of Don and areas of local 
historical significance. This enjoyable heritage rail experience offers a glimpse into the important role 
railways once played in connecting communities, industries and coastal towns across the region. 
After purchasing lunch, we continue to the Australian Axeman’s Hall of Fame, a national museum 
celebrating Australia’s wood-chopping history, timber heritage and sporting champions. Through displays, 
memorabilia and stories, we learn more about the skill, strength and tradition behind this uniquely 
Australian sport. 
No visit to this region would be complete without something sweet, so we also stop at The House of 
Anvers Chocolate Factory. Here there will be time to browse the chocolate shop, perhaps enjoy a treat 
and learn more about the craft behind their delicious Belgian-style chocolates. 
Early this evening, we farewell beautiful Tasmania and make our way to board the Spirit of Tasmania for 
our overnight sailing back to Melbourne. As we settle into our cabins, we reflect on the wonderful 
memories, scenery, history and experiences enjoyed across the Apple Isle. 

1 night | Spirit of Tasmania (13 20 10) 
Breakfast at hotel | lunch pack | dinner at own arrangements and cost 

 



 

DAY 17: (BD) MELBOURNE TO GOULBURN  Monday 15 February 2027 
This morning we wake aboard the 
Spirit of Tasmania as our 
overnight sailing comes to an end 
and we arrive back into Geelong. 
After disembarking, we make our 
way to breakfast, taking time to 
refresh before beginning our 
journey north. Today is a 
comfortable travel day as we 
leave Victoria behind and make 
our way back into New South 
Wales. Sit back, relax and enjoy 
the changing scenery as we travel 
through open countryside, 
regional towns and familiar 
landscapes, reflecting on the 
many wonderful places, 
experiences and memories 

shared throughout our Tasmanian adventure. We break for lunch along the way, giving everyone time to 
stretch their legs and enjoy a relaxed stop before continuing our travels towards our overnight destination 
of Goulburn. On arrival, we check in to our accommodation with time to freshen up and unwind after the 
day’s journey. This evening we come together for our final dinner on tour, a lovely opportunity to share 
stories, laughs and favourite moments from our time exploring beautiful Tasmania. 

1 night | Mercure Goulburn (02 4822 5445) 
Breakfast in Geelong | lunch at own arrangements and cost | dinner at hotel 

 

DAY 18: (BL) HOMEWARD BOUND  Tuesday 16 February 2027 
Wow, what a spectacular holiday 
we have experienced! From 
breathtaking mountain landscapes 
and pristine wilderness to 
charming villages, coastal towns, 
historic sites and unforgettable 
cruise and rail journeys, our time 
exploring Tasmania has been filled 
with wonderful discoveries from 
beginning to end. This morning we 
begin our final travel day as we 
make tracks for Port Macquarie, 
leaving Goulburn behind and 
travelling north through familiar 
New South Wales countryside. 
There will be plenty of time to sit 
back, relax and reflect on the many 
highlights of our Tasmanian 
adventure — from the lavender fields, heritage towns and Hobart waterfront to the wild beauty of the 
west coast, Cradle Mountain and the island’s unique wildlife. Our morning stop today is at Pheasants Nest, 
giving everyone a chance to stretch their legs and enjoy a short break before continuing our journey. We 
then travel on to Ourimbah RSL for lunch, where we can enjoy one final relaxed meal together before the 
last leg of our tour. 
This afternoon we continue towards home, arriving back with hearts full, cameras well-used and suitcases 
packed with special memories. What a wonderful journey it has been, discovering the beauty, history, 
flavours and friendly charm of Tasmania together. 

Breakfast at hotel | lunch at Ourimbah RSL 



 

TOUR INCLUSIONS 
• 15 night’s motel accommodation and 2 nights Spirit of Tasmania  
• 17 motel breakfasts  
• 15 motel dinners included and 2 dinners own expenses on 

Spirit of Tasmania 
• 14 lunches – see below 
• Lunch at Kinross Woolshed (TBC) 
• Guided Tour of Geelong Botanic Gardens & Cafe 
• Visit The Amazing Mill Markets, Geelong 
• Lunch at The Geelong Boat House 
• Entry and self-guided tour at the National Wool Museum, 

Geelong 
• Return Coach transfer up to 14m in length on Spirit of Tasmania 
• Entry to Yarns sound & light show and Folk Museum at Yarns Artwork in Silk, Deloraine 
• Entry to Pearn's Steam World, Westbury 
• Lunch Pack 
• 2.5 hour Discovery Cruises with Tamar River Cruises 
• Lunch and Brewery Tour at James Boags Brewery, 

Launceston 
• Visit Cataract Gorge, Launceston 
• Entry, tasting and guided tour at Bridestowe Estate 

Lavender Farm 
• Lunch at Pub in the Paddock, Pyengan 
• Self-Guided tour of Tasmanian Wool Centre, History 

Museum & Wool Exhibition, Ross 
• Entry and self-guided visit of the Australasian Golf Museum, 

Oatlands 
• Lunch pack 
• Locally guided tour of Hobart  
• Visit Salamanca Markets 
• Visit Wooden Boat Festival  
• Entry to museum at Mawson's Huts Replica Museum 
• Entry + Isle of the dead cemetery Tour & lunch at Port 

Arthur Historic Site 
• Entry and morning tea at Salmon Ponds, New Norfolk 
• Lunch at the Wilderness Hotel, Derwent Bridge 
• Entry to the Wall in the Wilderness, Derwent Bridge 
• Heritage morning cruise - upper deck including lunch with 

World Heritage Cruises, Strahan 
• Teepookana and the King experience - Wilderness Carriage 

including morning tea with West Coast Wilderness Railway 
• Lunch Pack 
• Entry to Show-The Ship That Never Was, Strahan 
• 2 Hour Park Explorer Tour including Cradle Mountain Park Pass with only McDermotts Coaches 
• Lunch at the Cradle Mountain Hotel 
• Entry and Day Keeper Tour-Devils @ Cradle 
• Entry and guided tour at Highfield Historic Site, Stanley 
• Visit The Nut, Stanley 
• Lunch at the Stanley Hotel 
• Visit Table Cape Lookout. 
• Garden entry to Emu Valley Rhododendron Gardens, Burnie 
• Entry including museum tour at Don River Railway Museum 
• Lunch pack for day 16 
• Entry to museum and talk at the Australian Axeman's Hall of 

Fame 



 

TOUR INCLUSIONS continued 
• Afternoon tea at The House of Anvers Chocolate Factory 
• Breakfast at Rydges Geelong 
• Lunch at Ourimbah-Lisarow RSL Club - The Kitchen 
• Happy Hour drink at some locations 
• Morning or Afternoon Tea at some locations 

 

CONFIRMED ACCOMMODATION 
• Mercure Goulburn (2 nights) 
• Rydges Geelong (1 night) 
• Spirit of Tasmania – Porthole cabin (2 nights)  
• Best Western Plus Launceston (2 nights) 
• Scamander Beach Resort (1 night) 
• Wrest Point Hotel Casino (4 nights) 
• Strahan Village (3 nights) 
• Best Western Burnie Murchison Lodge (2 nights) 

 

For more information or to book; 
Phone:   02 6583 3330 
Email:   admin@portbus.com.au 
Website:  https://www.portbus.com.au 
 

$10,499 pp twin | + $2,180 pp single sup | $2,000 deposit pp 
 

Itinerary 
The itinerary may be subject to change without notice. Whilst every effort is made to adhere to the 
itinerary as provided, Port Bus reserves the right to alter the touring and attractions as dictated by 
circumstances and conditions that may arise. Alterations may be made to ensure the smooth running of 
the tour. Every attempt will be made to ensure alterations do not adversely affect the operation of the 
tour. Port Bus will not be held responsible for weather-based cancellations, or those closures made at the 
venue’s discretion. 
 

Please Note 
• Price is based on a minimum of 24 paying passengers. If numbers fall below 24 paying passengers, 

this tour may need to be recosted. 
• Price is valid for above tour dates only and includes GST. 
• Morning teas or afternoon teas are not included unless specified. 
• Cancellation fees will be levied relative to the amount of notice given: 

52 days or more—loss of deposit 
39-51 days: 50% of fare plus deposit 
40 days before and the Day of departure: 100% of the fare. 

 
 


